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Biography and Prepared Talks by Jessica Trotter 
 
Jessica Trotter holds a Master of Science in Information, Archives and Records Management 
Specialization from the University of Michigan—but works in public libraries by day. She has presented 
regionally for the past six years including annually for the Archives of Michigan Abrams Foundation 
Family History Seminar, for the Genealogy Center at Allen County Public Library, and at the NGS 
Conference in 2018 and their Virtual in 2020. Her genealogy research areas include Midwest, African 
American, British Isles, Canadian, and Early American research. She also maintains a genealogy 
research related blog called Genie Road Trip at http://genieroadtrip.com. 
 
Current Prepared talks 
The ABCs of DNA & Genealogy 
What can DNA testing tell you? What tests should I take? What does it all mean? DNA testing can be a 
powerful tool to wield in your genealogy toolkit. This session offers a beginner’s overview on tests, 
testing companies, and how you can use your results. 
 
Britain to Canada to Michigan 
This session looks at this popular migration pattern and explores resources available to researchers 
studying families who travelled these routes. 
 
Cluster Research or discovering you’re related to the whole block 
As Aristotle noted, “Man is by nature a social animal”—he has family, society, and throughout history 
he has moved with them. This session includes tips, tricks, and examples of how researching the 
neighborhood can further your research.  
 
Finding Your Immigrant Ancestors 
America is a nation of immigrants. This genealogy class offers tips and resources for tracking immigrant 
ancestors back to their countries of origin. 
 
Finding Non-Traditional Records 
We all know that vital records, census records, etc. are the go-tos for genealogical information. But 
what else is out there that might give you those needed bits of information, and how do you find those 
records?  
 
Researching British Military Immigrants to Canada 

Learn how Britain strategically encouraged discharged soldiers to settle in Canada after the War of 

1812 and find out what resources are available to researchers. 

Occupational Records: Finding Work-Related Paper Trails 
What types of gems can you find in occupational records? Farmers, Teachers, Coopers, and more all 
created records that may enhance our research. 
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Off the Beaten Path: Small Local History Collections and Genealogy Research 
Small historical and genealogical society archives and collections are often hidden gems with materials 
unique to their community. They can provide sources to help break down brick walls, and context, and 
history to flesh out the story in your research.  
 
Researching African American Ancestors 
Researching African-American ancestry can be a tremendous struggle and tremendously rewarding. 
This session offers helpful resources, tips and pitfalls to avoid. 
 
Road Trip! No, really, it’s not all online! 
Tips from a librarian and archivist on tracking down offline collections that may help your research. 
This includes web resources to find collections and tips on planning your road trips.  
 
Scandalous Ancestors 

This session provides ideas for tracing “scandalous” ancestors including a case study featuring an 
unreliable ancestor with a research story that began in 1860s Detroit and ends in Logan County, Illinois.  
 
Tuberculosis in the Family Tree 
This session looks at ways to find out more about TB patients, staff and other residents in the heyday 
of Sanatoriums in America (the early 20th century to the 1940s) with examples from the Michigan State 
Sanatorium.  
 
Workshop 
The Census and African American Genealogy (2 hrs) 
Learn the background to the US Census and tips for researching African Americans from 1790-1940. 
(This can be done without an ethnic focus or broken up into two parts: 1790-1870 and 1880-1940) 
 
 
Interested in something different? Let me know.  I have a broad range of experiences and research to pull 
from. 
 
Please contact me for more information and rates: 
 
Jessica Trotter 
Genie Road Trip, LLC 
jmt.trotter@gmail.com 


